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The Balance of Knowledge Search: A Literature Review
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Abstract In the era of open innovation besides firm’s internal R&D and external purchase knowledge search has become the third way
for the firm to improve its competitive advantage. However numerous empirical studies have shown that over—search may harm organiza—
tion’s innovation performance and firms should balance their knowledge search activities. Therefore based on the research of relevant lit—
erature we conducted in—depth analysis on the research origin the forming mechanism and the influencing factors of knowledge search
balance and the prospects for future study thus the internal logic relationships between them are cleared which may provide some refer—
ences for follow —up studies.
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