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The Effect of Delay and Memory Load on False Memory
Caused by Missing Information

YU Ting - ting WANG Song MAO Wei - bin
(1. School of Psychology, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China;
2. Qingdao Star Ltd. Co, Qingdao 266000, China)

Abstract

Missing information is very ordinary in our life and is
very important to studies on witness. However, few
researchers have examined whether people falsely re-
member some parts of an event when there is missing
information. The present study conducted two exper-
iments to further explore how delay and memory load
reduce false memory and to understand false memory
deeply by using missing information paradigm. Re-
sults indicated that; (1) After short delay (Omin,
20mins, 1 hour) , false me£nory or true memory didn
t change, but the level of confidence changed with

delay; (2) Memory load did not affect true memory
but affect false memory. Under the condition of cru-
cial present, low memory load could reduce false
meméry compared to high memory load; (3) False
memory and true memory were both higher in the
crucial present version than that in the crucial absent
version, but there wasnt any difference in the level
of confidence between the two versions.

Key words: false memory, missing information
paradigm, delay, memory load



