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On “Oral Lineage” and “Oral Genealogy”

QIAN Hang
( College of Humanities and Communications Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234  China)

Abstract: Lineage can be memorized orally narrated and repeatedly disseminated but the oral lineage is characterized by

instability in terms of theory and the data quality. The existing “oral lineage” is the outcome of the analysis of the recorded litera—

ture so its credibility and function are more limited. Therefore the paper concludes that regarding the oral lineage as an inde—

pendent stage of genealogy is not appropriate.

Key words: oral lineage oral genealogy written genealogy
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