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On Gricean “Natural Meaning” and Its Intrinsic Relationship with “What is Said”

QIU Yunrlong,ZHANG Shao-jie
(School of Foreign Languages, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: It is discovered in this paper that “natural meaning” in early Gricean theory of meaning is the truth-valuable
meaning , which is bound to “brute facts” and reflective of inevitable link while “natural meaning” in late Gricean theory of
meaning is conventional meaning,which is bound to “institutional facts”. In addition,it is found in this paper that natural-

‘

meaning’s attribute of “factivity” determines the determinacy of “what is said”, that “what is said” and implicature are
disintegrated in early Gricean theory of meaning due to his emphasis on the distinction between “natural meaning” and
“non-natural meaning” and that implicature is derived from “what is said” in late Gricean theory of meaning due to his
initiation of “ancestor/ descendant” theory.
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