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An Empirical Study of Core Issues of NIMBY Movement in China
—Based on a Public Opinion Survey
WANG Kui-ming , ZHONG Yang
(School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract; The NIMBY movement occurs frequently as the derivatives of economic development and
social progress, especially in the process of rapid urbanization in recent years in China. It is no exaggeration
to say that China has entered the “NIMBY era”. Based on a large scale survey of Chinese urban residents, it
was found that, different from western countries, China’s NIMBY movement is single-issue oriented. That
is, the only issue people are concerned with is the NIMBY facility among people who intend to participate in
protests. Issues such as government environmental information disclosure, degree of trust in the government
and government environmental protection performance are not significant factors. Therefore, it is proposed
that the Chinese government has, first of all, to recognize the legitimate risk concern of the Chinese
population. Second, it is imperative for the government to introduce mechanisms to allow the citizen to
participate in the environmental impact assessment system and strengthen government regulatory functions to
reduce public concerns with environmental risk.
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