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American Policy of Repatriating Prisoners of War During the
Korean Armistice Negotiations

DENG Feng
(Department of History, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: The problem that the United States policy makers discussed deliberately during the
Korean armistice negotiations was the repatriation of prisoners of war. The Truman administration
did not confirm the so-called policy of “voluntary repatriation” of prisoners of war until the
negotiations were held for six months. Although there existed some objections against this policy
inside the United States, the United States always insisted on it in the negotiations under the guidance
of the President. The main reason lay in various complex considerations of the ideological struggle,
especially the delay of negotiations on the excuse of the issue of the prisoners of war, in order to
realize its strategic target for global hegemony. To implement the policy of repatriating prisoners of
war, the United States sought ways repeatedly to make various truce plans in negotiations, trying to
pass the buck of delaying the negotiations to the other party, so as to strive for the support of public
opinion. This led to the long-time suspension of negotiation. It stood to reason that the United States
should assume responsibility for lingering and longest truce talks in the world military history.

Key words: armistice negotiations; repatriation of prisoners of war; “voluntary repatriation”
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