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A New Interpretation of the Idea that “ZHUANG?Zzi
who Stands for Animal has little Knowledge of
Humanity”: in View of Contemporary Debate on
Animal Rights

FANG Xu-dong
(Institute of Modern Chinese Ideas and Culture, Department of Philosophy,
East China Normal University, Shanghai 200065)

Abstract: ZHUANGzi and Daoist philosophy in general have always been thought of as prioritizing nature
while being radically against human intervention. XUNzi, from the stand point of Confucianism, accused
ZHUANGzi of “allowing himself to be blinded by the vision of tian while giving little thought to human being.”
Against the background of the contemporary debate concerning animal rights and based on the traditional
interpretive studies of ZHUANGuzi, especially the idea of “never impair tian for human being,” we can re—
examine this problem. This re—examination reveals that ZHUANGzi evidently held that animals have independent
values and rights. A review of the history of Western ideas concerning human —animal relationship shows that
XUNGzi is not alone. Yet, those who, like XUNzi, reject the idea of animal rights do not go unchallenged.

Key words: ZHUANGzi ;; Heaven; humans;,animal rights



