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The Philosophical Feature of Confucianism and
Its Position in the Inter- Cultural Dialogue
——~Universalism or Non- Universalism

ZHANG Xiang- long
(Philosophy Department, Peiking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Absract:Confucianism is typically non- universalist. Although it confirms its doctrine is ultimate truth, it
regards it as internally relevant to real lives, depending on healthy cultural ecology, denying any kind of
validity of universalism as higher criterion.In today’ s cultural communication, cunfucianism holds a real
attitude of dialogue, neither participate in any mortal culture clash. Confucianism insists on “permission to
end communication” as principle of dialogue, namely, either side of dialogue could end possible or ongoing
dialogue anytime, if it threaten its original cultural ecology. In other words, cultural dialogue holds
peculiarity and otherness as presupposition.
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