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Hierarchical Network Governance:
Multidevel Structure of Village Autonomy and its Operating Mechanism

Based on the Investigation of the “Happy Village” in Zigui

SU Xia
( Center for China Rural Reforms Central China Normal University Wuhan Hubei 430079)

Abstract Establishment of “Happy Village” in Zigui has got remarkable achievement in rural social man—
agement and public services. By building the autonomous organizational structure of “Steering Committee in Ad—
ministrative Village-Community Management Committee-Village Council ” and its accompanying operational
mechanism they have explored the hierarchical network governance that caters for rural areas in this new period.
For the sake of the decision and coordination on part of Steering Committee in Administrative Village the guid-
ance and organization by Community Management Committee the operation by Village Council and the participa—
tion by villagers the “Happy Village” has formed a multidevel network-based community-based model of gov—
ernance which not only docks the public resources of the county government the township government and the ad—
ministrative village in a top-to-bottom manner but also aggregates conveys and achieves the interests and needs
of the villagers so as to promote the rural social management and elevate public service levels.

Key words establishment of “happy village”; hierarchical network governance ; public service; rural gov—

ernance;, new rural construction
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