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The “Root” and “Source” of Confucianism:
Criticism to the Thoughtway of Angle’s “Progressive Confucianism”
HUANG Yu - shun
( Advanced Institute for Study of Confucianism Shandong University Ji’ nan 250100 China)
Abstract; American philosopher Stephen Angle’ s “Progressive Confucianism” as a political philosophy
displays great creativity since it is based on his idea of “Rooted Global Philosophy” and gives promi—
nence to ritual in the shape of “ethics — ritual —law” or “virtue — ritual — politics” through which modern
values join up with Confucian traditions. However the thoughtway of “Rooted Global Philosophy” be—
longs to the mode of thinking of “Root — Branches”( — )  ‘“Body — Function” ( — ) and “Met-

”

aphysical — Physical ( or post — metaphysical) ” in traditional metaphysics in which ritual is the mediate
between metaphysical Root and post — metaphysical branches and which has not traced to the “Source”
of Confucianism despite of the “Root” of that. In addition it is not a judgment conforming to the actual
situation that Life Confucianism has previously commitment to phenomenology with which Confucianism is
synthesized and transformed.

Key words: confucianism; progressive confucianism; rooted global philosophy; root; source; thought—

way
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