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Literary Idea of XIAO Tong and Reinterpretation of the
Norms of the Analects

LUO Shu- hua
(Center for the Study of Ancient Chinese Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The Analects edited by XIAO Tong is the most important literary selection in our literary history
and people have different opinions towards the norms according to which he selects. In fact, the norms are
multiple leveled. The first level is to see whether the article is complete by itself and this is the most super-
ficial and direct norm; the second norm is to see whether the article reflects the emotions and stylistic fea-
tures of the author and this is a more implicit one; the third norm is to see whether the article is entertain-
ing and this is the innate and hidden but more high- level and basic norm. This kind of norms are not con-
tradictory to his exposition of “too much elegance of the writing resulting in the lack of style and too much
floneriness resulting in flightiness”, and this includes both his unique feeling, experience and requirement
of literature and the common understanding of literature at that time.
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