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Impact of Early Warning Information Provision on the Adoption

of Adaptation Measures by Households
Empirical Analysis in Six Provinces in China

WANG Jinxia ZHANG Lijuan

( Center for Chinese Agricultural Policy Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resource Re—

search Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100101 China)

Abstract: Under global warming China is suffering from increasingly serious flood.Designing appropriate
adaptation policies to flood and other extreme weather events requires rigorous and empirical analysis.The over—
all goal of this study is to examine effectiveness of policies and impact of other factors on farmers’ adaptation to
flood.Based on a large—scale household and village survey in six provinces nationwide the econometric method
was used to identify the determinants of adaptation measures against flood.The survey results show that 85 per—
cent of rural households have taken adaptation measures most of which non—engineering against flood.In order
to improve households’ adaptive capacity one third villages received the early warning information service. Re—
gression analysis reveals that government policies play an active role in releasing early warning information. Mo—
reover farmers’ adaptation to flood is associated with flood prevention infrastructures and characteristics of their
households and local communities.The paper concludes with several policy implications.
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