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A preliminary discussion: the development of Karl Kautsky’s theory

ZHANG Ying

(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: As the leading theoretician of the Second International, Kautsky should not be simply viewed as the renegade
of Marxism. In this article, the development of Kautsky’s theory was presented in three stages: pre-Marxism, Orthodoxy
Marxism, and Unorthodoxy Marxism. Indeed, these stages are relative. Accompanied in all his life, on the one hand,
Darwinism and ambiguity are characteristics of Kautsky’s theory. On the other hand, Kautsky’s theory should not to
regarded as absolutely anti-Marxism even after his view carried the reformism implication.

Key Words: Karl Kautsky; the Second International Pre-Marxism; Orthodoxy-Marxism; Unorthodoxy-Marxism;

Darwinism



