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Self-determination and secession under

Evolution of forms and rethink of Right to Self-determination

MAO Junxiang

(Law School, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Right to self-determination had evolved over three forms of racism, decolonization and collective rights. It
never has changeless connotation and pattern, and its emergence, development and transformation depend on reality of
international society. The connotation of right to self-determination should be renewed with the need of establishing a
harmonious world. The main appeal of right to self-determination is to preserve the justice of national relations. Right
to self-determination consists of internal self-determination and external self-determination. Right to separation is part
of right to self-determination and should be performed with some preconditions.

Key Words: right to self-determination; self-determination of racism; self-determination of decolonization;
self-determination of collective right; justice of national relations
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