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The wisdom of modesty: on the inappropriateness of incorporating
environmental ethics into the Public Order and Moral Principle

HOU Zhuo, CHEN Licheng

(Law School, Peking University, Peking 100871, China)

Abstract: The public order and moral is one of the basic principles of civil law. As people pay increasing attention to
the environmental problems, more and more people begin to advocate to incorporate the environmental ethics into the
public order and moral principle of the civil law. However, the author holds that it is inappropriate to incorporate
environmental ethics into the public order and moral principle due to the fact that the factors include the modest
restraining property of the principle of public order and moral, the inconformity of environmental ethics to the basic
hypothesis of “rational human beings” in the civil law, the general public disapproval of the incorporation of the
environmental ethics into the public order, the possible excessive discretion of the judge, the property of the judge’
moral obligations debts, etc. It is advocated that legislation should absorb advanced ideas rather than precocious ideas,
and that the observation process should follow the step-by-step principle.
Key Words: environmental ethics; public order and moral; the basic principle of civil law; the wisdow of modesty

principle; political public order; economical public order



