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Marx's Ideas on Social Ecology and Its Theory

LIN An-yun

(Library, Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, Kunming 650034, China)

Abstract: Contemporary world ecological crisis is a human survival crisis which is a result of the
capital logic defection from the ecological justice. People once again ask for Marx concerning how to
solve this crisis. Marxism was born in the era of human’s second justice crisis during which workers
did not possess the basic survival resources. Its main theory is about rescuing human from this era.
Nowadays, it can also rescue human from the third justice crisis — the ecological crisis. One reason is
that this historic task is passed to us (the capitalism and its logic still rule the world), and the other
reason is that the philosophy of Marxism has touched the bedrock of anthropology and ecology. The
difference between Marx’s ecological ideas and the Western ecological thinking is that Marx considers
the ecology from the aspect of society. He offered four social ecology principles directly and indirectly.
The first principle is the principle of reasonable material transformation between human and nature;
the second one is the principle of reasonable material transformation between person and person; the
third one is the principle of reasonable material transformation within a person himself; and the last
one is the principle of reasonable survival and health development between every one and everybody.
These four principles are the cornerstone of Marx’s ideas of social ecology and have laid the theoretical
basis for solving the ecological crisis from a social standpoint and opening up a new era of ecological
civilization, because the root causes of the ecological crisis people are facing today is not in nature but
in human society.
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