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Construction and Development Trends of Modern Environmental Ethics

YANG Tongjin
( Institute of Philosophy Chinese Academy of Social Science Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract: Ethics is a traditional discipline exploring ethics and morals. In ancient societies and some non-west—
ern cultural traditions pondering over the relationship between men and nature was once an important mission of
ethics. However due to the mechanistic view of nature and the dualism of modern western ethics the main—
stream of modern ethics has been ignoring the ethical dimension of human-nature relationship and even denying
humans ethical obligations towards nature. In many philosophers” opinion this may be one of the major roots of
modern environmental crisis. Thus to reflect human’s ethical obligations towards nature from an ethical perspec—
tive has become an important mission of the emerging environmental ethics. A summary to the modern construc—
tion process and developing trend of environmental ethics will not only expand our horizon and thinking but also
help to construct a theoretical framework for reflecting human’s ethical obligations towards nature.

Keywords: environmental ethics; ecological theology; anthropocentrism; non-anthropocentric; construct

On Legalization of Environmental Human
Rights in China and its Political Obstacles

HUAN Qingzhi
( School of Marxism Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: In recent years mass environmental protests occur frequently with Xiamen PX incident as a case. ”
Environmental rights of citizens” or "environmental human rights” has increasingly attracted attention in theory
and practice in the field of environmental law and environmental administration. With the issue of China’s "Envi—
ronmental Protection Law” and continuous modification to the related laws such as "Civil Procedure Law” and spe—
cialized law like "Water Pollution Prevention Law” the environmental rights of citizens or "environmental human
rights” has been improved and institutionalized. Admittedly however China’s environmental legislation has not
yet reached a historic "turning point” that definitely constitutes the constitutional basis for protecting ecological
and environmental rights of citizens. To achieve greater progress in China’s environmental legislation we may
need to resort to more political and social forces especially from the grassroots.

Keywords: environmental protest; environmental rights; citizen environmental rights; legislation; political ob—

stacles
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