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On Relationship between Biographers and Biographical Authenticity

YU Zhang-hua'  ZHANG Li-cheng’
(1. Center for Studies of Southeast Chinese Culture Zhejiang Normal University ~Jinhua 321004  China;
2. Student Affairs Department Shaoxing University Shaoxing 312000 China)

Abstract: The authenticity of biographical literature is closely related to biographers. On the one hand
the distortions in biographies are often due to the biographers’ failure to follow the principle of truthfulness
which may result from rather diversified and complicated factors involving either objective ones such as false
data ideological influences pressures from family members and friends and many biographers’ instinct to a—
void negative descriptions of the respectable friendly and/or virtuous biographees; or subjective ones such as
the biographers’ moral defects featuring the catering for the reader’ s expectation the pursuit of fames and
fortunes or the expression of personal resentment. On the other hand biographers are the defenders of bio—
graphical authenticity. They have from ancient times on been making various great efforts to secure the
truthfulness of biographies thereby leaving us a great deal of reliable works of biography as well as a lot of the—
ories on biographical authenticity.

Key words: biographer; biographical authenticity; distortion of biography
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