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On Stylistic Features of Pseudo-biography in Ancient China

LOU Xin—=ing
( School of Humanity Soochow University Suzhou 215123  China)

Abstract; Pseudo-biography or “Jia Zhuan” in Chinese literally is a genre that applies the biographical
techniques of historical records to the description of inanimate objects. In Chinese history of literature there
have been numerous pseudo-biographical works covering a great range of objects and featuring different series
of topics. As far as its writing techniques are concerned pseudo-biography incorporates the features of histori—
cal and other miscellaneous biographies novels and fables; it not only “plays on the history” i.e. imitates
the model of historical biographies but also integrates such skills of novels and fables as exaggerations allu—
sions and puns thereby impressing the readers with a seriocomic style of narration. Through such humorous
skills pseudo-biographical works express their authors’ understanding of and opinions on their own ca—
reers moral virtues and social problems and display the biographers’ literary philosophies and personal ide—
als.

Key words: pseudo-biography; play on the history; allusion; pun
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