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Miracle: an Interpretation of Endowments of Literary Talent Under the Surface of Spirits

ZHAO Shu-gong

( Faculty of Liberal Arts and Communication, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: As early as in the period of the Wei and Jin in the history of Chinese literature, there constantly appeared legends of

miracles such as Liu Xie’s dream of climbing up the brocade and Jiang Yan’s dream of searching for Bi. The main forms of these

legends are divine dreams, spiritual perception, divine conferring and so on so forth. The theoretical circle in the past paid little

attention to this discourse system. In fact, these fantastic stories about talented scholars become prevalent at the time of adoring

the literary talents, for they reflect the endowment and nimbus of the scholars. It is a kind of non—theoretical form of “miraculous

legend” that shows the aesthetic characteristics of literary talents: visionary and miraculous, constructing and illusioned. And the

literary talents possess the quality of gift, innateness and stability, thus becoming rare and magnificent.

Keyword: miracle; literary talent; visionary; endowment
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