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Inner-Demand and External-Requirement of Learning
Seeking Educational Purpose from Chapter One of the Analects

LIU Yan-xia
Collge of Educational Science Hunan Normal University Changsha Hunan 410081 China

Abstract Education aims at “shaping human nature”. In the external aspect interest-pursuit make “study” as a func-

tional being leading people self-close for their own interest. Elaborating the essence of education based on “study” of the
Analects modeled on Confucius help to revert the nature of “shaping human nature”. As the start of Confucian education
“study” aims at two aspects learning as a gentleman is the external-seeking from a diachronical dimension. For the politics
and domesticate moral is the external requirement of public spirit. There will be significant consistency between internal-de-
mand and external-requirement both of the two were unified in the educational purpose of “shaping human nature”.
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