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Principles and Methods of Constructing Confucian Ethical Norm System
An Analysis Focusing on “Three Books of Li”

WANG Wendong
( School of Philosophy and Religion Central University for Nationalities Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract: The content and form of the ethical norm system in specific society or a certain ethics sys—
tem depend in a sense on the principles and methods of constructing ethical norm system. Thus a
perfect ethical norm system firstly should have a complete set of principles and methods in construc—
tion it. “Three Books of Li” ( Rites the Book of Zhou and the Book of Rites) is an important carrier
of the Confucian ethics which not only contains the general principles of constructing ethical norm
system with maximum universal principles also a specific method with targeted effective and appli—
cable characteristics in moral life. These principles are of four aspects namely the law from the
heaven and following the nature; comparison with symbol mutual complements in yin and yang; de—
ducing from the root to the branch which is a whole; insisting in a middle course and following hu—
man nature. Specific methods are in five aspects that is Shi Shun Ti Yi and Cheng which compre—
hensively reflects the state of its should be and necessity of the traditional social ethics life in China.

Its rationality and correctness is certain thus these principles and methods can offer beneficial refer—
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ence for the construction of ethics system with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: Confucian ethics; norm system; three book of Li; principles; methods
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