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American Scholars’ View on Relationship Between the Historical
Heritage of the MAO Zedong Era and China’ s Reform

WU Yuanyuan
( Department of Social Sciences East China Normal University Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: Along with the rising of China after the reforming and opening up the relationship between
heritage of MAO Zedong era and the reform has gradually become an important academic field paid
attention to by America scholars. In the view of American scholars the historical heritage of MAO Ze—
dong era is complex and contradictory including “establishing modern industrialization base’ ‘im—
proving social livelihood of the people’  ‘“establishing an effective government’  “forming the power—
ful national mobilization development system”  ‘“forming valuable ideas and ways of thinking”. The
historical heritage of MAO Zedong era has inseparable connection with the achievements of China’ s
reform and also has a negative effect on China’ s reform which can not be ignored. America schol—
ars’ interpretation of the historical heritage of MAO Zedong era tells us that there are differences in
study perspective awareness of problem research methods and basic conclusions between Western
and Chinese scholars. However by understanding the different perspectives and methods its in —

depth analysis and critique we can draw beneficial nutrition and our awareness of academic self —
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examination is stimulated which will further promotes our understanding of the historical heritage of
MAO Zedong era.
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