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On Gan the Shortened Form of Jiangxi: Origin and Evolutions

SHAO Hong
( The Central Committee of the Jiusan Society Beijing 100089 China)

Abstract “Gan” first appeared during the period of Spring and Autumn and Warring States its
glyph and pronunciation have gone through evolution. “Gan” didn’t become a common writing until
the Wei and Jin Dynasties. The original intention of “Gan” has also much changed. Its connotation
has also gradually expanded. “Gan” referred to Ganxian or the place governed by Qianzhou before
the Song Dynasty. Emperor Gaozong in the Song Dynasty changed Qianzhou into Ganzhou since then

until the late Qing Dynasty “Gan” mainly referred to Ganzhou or Southern Jiangxi. “Gan”

paral—
leled “Jiang” both became the shortened form of Jiangxi Province in the late Qing Dynasty. “Gan”
which was conventional completely replaced “Jiang” in the Republic of China and became the
shortened form of Jiangxi Province.
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