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Ben Battle was a soldier bold,
And used to war’s alarms;
But a cannon-ball took off his legs,

. . [7111
So he laid down his arms .
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But never such a blow .
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On the Variety of the Poetic Styles of Thomas Hood
XU Yan-ping

(School of Foreign Languages, Xidian University, Xi’an 710126, China)

Abstract: In the history of English poetry, Thomas Hood is known as a humorous poet standing between
Wordsworth and Tennyson. He not only composes the romantic lyrics like Keats’ such as | Remember and |
Remember, Time of Rose and Ode to Autumn, and also in the evening of his life creates such breath-taking
humanism poems about the hot issues as The Song of the Shirt, The Lay of the Laborer and Bridge of Sighs,
which move readers to tears. By his trenchant lines, he calls for the social conscience along with Dickens,
Thackeray and Mrs Gaskell. Ranging in different fields and schools, the diversity of his poetic style made him the
most talented and established poet in his time. Dickens regarded him as “a man of great power with prodigious
force and genius as a poet”. Thackeray described him as “a genius and true poet”.
Key words: humorous poet; romanticism; humanity; public poetry
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