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The Virtue of Kun and Political Culture:
A Reading of Getan in the Book of Odes

KE Xiao-gang
( Department of Philosophy Tongji University Shanghai 200092 China)

Abstract: According to the virtue of Kun in the Book of Changes Getan the second poem of the Book of Odes
shows the special significance. No matter whether this poem is interpreted as a story of a married lady or that of
an unmarried one the pueraria vine ( geteng) in this poem is always a symbol that the female can tie the happy
bond of two surnames. In the images of pueraria vine that runs through the Book of Odes Getan has a concen—
trated embodiment of the virtue of Kun which actually constitutes the implied background of the feudal patriar—
chal clan system from the perspective of political philosophy. In contrast modern politics has not yet shaken off
the tradition of homogeneity in the western metaphysics.
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