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Righteous Ambition and Origin of Cultural Education
in the Gentlemanly Way: On Poetic Education of Confucianism
between Quality Education and Cultural Education

LI Xu
( Institute of Political Science Zhejiang Academy of Social Sciences Hangzhou 310007 China)

Abstract  “Be inspired by the Odes take a stand through Li and be complete with music” can be regarded as
the path to cultural education with which Confucius cultivates the gentlemanly quality. The poetic education be—
tween cultural education and quality education integrates the education of speech and disposition which is criti—
cal to foster the gentlemanly quality. In terms of the “inspiration” of poetic education Zhuzi puts emphasis on
its disposition and moral effects from the perspective of quality education while the Confucians in the Han Dy-
nasty focus on its significance in speech and political teachings highlighting the cultural education. In terms of
the original meaning of “inspiration” the inspiration from poetic education shows the trend of undertaking the
ancestors’ sins and being responsible for the later generations with the inner orientation of arousing benevolence
and cultivating rites and music. The inspiration from learning the poetry leads to the grand ambition of “practi—
cing benevolence” and involves the speech manner of “quoting the similar instances” which can exactly dis—
play the tender and gentle tenet of poetic education of Confucians.

Key words: gentleman; form and essence; benevolence; poetic inspiration
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