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A Discussion of the International Legal Responsibility of Nuclear Accident
——Commenting on International Compensation of Japan's

Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant Accident
XING Atfen', XIE bin'?

(1. Law School, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. Shandong Chenggong Law Firm, Weifang 261041, China)

Abstract; The globalization trend of the energy tension makes all countries step up construction of
nuclear power. However,once a nuclear accident happens, it will result in a full range of long-term
trans-boundary damage due to the particularity of nuclear power. The importance of research on the
international legal responsibility of nuclear accident has become increasingly prominent. The interna-
tional legal responsibility of nuclear accident includes not only traditional state responsibility,but also
trans-boundary damage compensation responsibility. Two kinds of responsibility forms are closely
related, but their legal basis and way to fulfill responsibilities are different. Today, the international
legal liability system of nuclear power accident is not yet perfect,lagging behind the practical needs.
Trans-boundary damage caused by the accident at Japan’s Fukushima nuclear power plant has not

fulfilled any international legal responsibility yet. The international community needs to issue a urgent legally
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binding international convention on the basis of the relevant draft in order to provide rules of interna-
tional law for fulfillment of international legal responsibility of nuclear accident.

Key words: nuclear accident; state responsibility; national legal responsibility; liability for damages
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