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Inherent Tension in Localization of Marxism in China

WANG Wen-bing
(Center for Studies of Mao Zedong Thought, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: The eternal theme of the human life is to develop understanding and grasping of the
relationship between ideal and reality. The basic way to dynamically combine the ideal and the reality is
to deal with and construct the tension between the two in a rational way. The fundamental objective is to
establish the connection and communication between the two to avoid the extreme ways of thinking and
action. In this way, a vigorous way of thinking, an explanatory system and a way of practice can be
formed, by which we can nourish ideal and reality, objectively reflect on history, have correct
understanding of reality, look forward to the future and continuously explore the right way to the ideal
from reality. For the cause of localization of Marxism in China, what is imperative is to understand and
construct the rational tension between the communist ideal and China’s social reality. The construction
of this tension is historical and needs to be developed continuously., maintained and adjusted in line with
the significant changes of the times and China’s national conditions, thus having different contents in
different ages, different ideological focuses and theoretical forms. Only by keeping to this inherent
tension can we thoroughly understand Mao Zedong thoughts and the socialist theoretical systems with
Chinese characteristics and grasp the relationship with them.

Key Words: localization of Marxism in China; ideal and reality; inherent tension; connection

and communication
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