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Description of Coal Mines In Novels by Zola and Lawrence

ZHANG Hurtjie' , SHI Xiu-yong®
(1. School of Literature, Law and Politics,China University of Mining and Technology, Xuzhou 221116, China;
2. Research Center of China Colliery Literature and Culture ,Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract; Zola and Lawrence are two great European writers, who write about the coal industry from
aesthetic perspectives and reflect the social reality of the then European (as British and French)
industries and the world of the human soul. Zola pays attention to natural realism of the coal mines
while Lawrence tends to write from the perspective of ecological criticism. Zola gives a direct description
and reproduction of the miners’ miserable life while Lawrence has the propensity to show the abnormal
psyche of the coal mining community. In denouncing and criticizing the evils of the western industrial
civilization, they all use metaphors to write about disease and death to show their concern for the
western society and the human nature. Like a mirror, their works reflect the colorful, complex and
heavy social reality of the coal mines, thus providing a unique perspective as well as beneficial references
for us to understand the modern western society, and to objectively appreciate and explain the modern
and contemporary Chinese literature.
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