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A Survey on the Usage of Language in Shengli Oilfield:
a Case Study of Language Usage in China's New Industrial Zones

ZHANG Jingjing

(School of Liberal Arts  Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Shengli Oilfield is one of the large new industrial zones and also the second largest oilfield in China. We conduct a survey on
the usage of Putonghua and dialects in Shengli Oilfield. We find that Putonghua is the common language in Shengli Oilfield Industrial
Zone and the dialects is used very limited in function and register. " Putonghua state" in Shengli Oilfield is mainly caused by the pop—
ulation composition and population flow the language attitudes urbanization and economic structure. Language usage in Shengli Oil-
field forms a ring language island whose heart is Putonghua and surrounding is Dongying District and neighboring counties.

Key words: Shengli Oilfield; language use; cause; ring language island



