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Rational Texts and Perceptual Texts
——An Analysis of the Texts of the Modern Chinese Poetics
XIANG Tian-yuan
(Chinese Poetics Research Center , Southwest University ,Chongqing, China. 400715, China)
Abstract ; After the preliminary success of New Culture Movement and the establishment of the position of Vernacular Movement, the
rational texts of the Modern Chinese Poetics emerged largely. The basic features of the rational texts are the reasonable structure,
complete content, proper argument, distinct description as well as concrete application of definitions, comparisons and inferences.
However,in spite of the increase of the rational texts,it didnt mean that the perceptual texts had been extensively decreased. Along
with the development of the Modern Chinese Poetics, the overall proportioning of the rational texts and the perceptual texts is under-
going a constant change. The scope for the application of rational texts is getting enlarged so that in the realm of poetic criticism and
research where the perceptual texts take the last stronghold has been encroached by rational texts. The process of such a shift implicit-
ly reflects that western poetics has established the discourse authority over traditional Chinese poetics in the modern Chinese poetics.
Key words: Modern Chinese Poetics; rational texts; perceptual texts; change and transform; traditional and modern; discourse au-
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